Dystrophin-related muscular dystrophies.
The gene for the locus involved in Duchenne and Becker muscular dystrophies has been cloned and subject to intense analysis. The protein product of the locus is called dystrophin, and it has been shown to be associated with the muscle fiber membrane. The new knowledge of the molecular genetics of these disorders is being applied rapidly in clinical practice. Carrier detection and prenatal diagnosis have been revolutionized by the use of probes for the gene. These probes are also being employed to clarify cases where conventional clinical examination results in equivocal diagnoses. It is suggested that the disorders characterized by dystrophin abnormalities should be called dystrophin-related muscular dystrophies (DRMD). There are mouse and dog models for DRMD and these are being used to explore therapeutic strategies for treating DRMD patients.